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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Chicago State University Student Receives Prestigious Schweitzer Fellowship
(May 15, 2009)  James Lott, a Chicago State University College of Pharmacy student, has been selected for a Schweitzer Fellowship in order to foster academic success and leadership development in underserved Chicago youth. He is the first student from Chicago State University ever to receive the prestigious award.
Named in honor of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the Fellowship encourages exceptional students in health and human service fields to “make their lives their argument” by serving the most vulnerable members of society, including the uninsured, immigrants, the homeless, returning veterans, minorities and the working poor.  Now in its fourteenth year, the Schweitzer Fellowship addresses the serious health challenges of local communities while encouraging aspiring professionals to honor their idealism.  The Program is administered by Health and Medicine Policy Research Group, a Chicago nonprofit that focuses on health care access of the working poor and uninsured.
Each Fellow will design and implement a project to improve health and access to care.  Many Fellows will tackle the social determinants of health, addressing such pressing needs as literacy, violence prevention, healthy lifestyles, stress reduction, good nutrition and health education.
Thirty-two students representing 18 different university programs including medicine, nursing, psychology, public health, pharmacy, social work, occupational therapy, and law were selected for Schweitzer Fellowships this year.  Over 120 applicants were considered.
 “It’s truly gratifying that this year’s Schweitzer Fellowship recipients were chosen from the largest number of applications in our Program’s history,” remarked Dr. Quentin Young, MD, chair of the Program.  “It was extremely difficult because of the high quality of the individuals who applied.  At a time of great need, this stellar group is a harbinger of commitment to service to the Chicagoland community.”
"The Schweitzer Fellows Program provides an invaluable understanding of working with underserved  communities,” said Dr. Lisa Rosenberg, Director for Academic Advancement at the Rush University College of Nursing, and a member of the Schweitzer Advisory Council. “The  wide  range of  health care disciplines represented  and  the diversity of the students themselves makes for a rich and rewarding Fellowship. I wish all of my students could have this experience for the depth it provides to them as practitioners and human beings."  






--more--
The 2009-10 Chicago Area Schweitzer Fellows are:

Liz Appel, Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
Michelle Ashley, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Nursing

Michael Bennett, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Nursing
Aldene Brown, Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine
Curtis Calvert, Rush University College of Nursing
Cal Calvird, The Chicago School of Professional Psychology
Chandra Campbell, Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine
Tina Damarjian, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Medicine
Katherine Garlo, Rush University College of Medicine
Meghan Helder, Loyola University Chicago, School of Law &  School of Social Work
Gihane Jeremie-Brink, Loyola University Chicago, Department of Psychology
Sonya Kenkare, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Medicine
Nathan Kittle, Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine
Erica Koegler, University of Chicago, School of Social Service Administration
Georgina Lopez, Saint Xavier University, School of Nursing
James Lott, Chicago State University, College of Pharmacy
Surajkumar Madoori, Depaul University, Master of Public Health Program
Denise Maniakouras, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Dentistry

Sirisha Narayana, Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine
Melanie Odeleye, University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine
Uchenna Ossai, University of Illinois at Chicago, Department of Physical Therapy
Sangeeta Patel, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Medicine
Stephanie Price, Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine
Elizabeth Ralyea, Saint Xavier University, School of Nursing
Hajirah Saeed, Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine
Shana Salik, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Nursing, Nurse-Midwifery
Greg Van Hyfte, University of Chicago, School of Social Service Administration
Sara R. Van Koningsveld, Columbia College Chicago, Dance/Movement Therapy & Counseling
Taranee Wangsatorntanakhun, Rush University College of Nursing
Justin Welke, University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Dentistry
Amy Yetasook, Rosalind Franklin University Chicago Medical School
Feng Zhang, Northwestern University, Feinberg School of Medicine
# # #
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group is an independent, voluntary policy center with a mission focused on the health of the poor and underserved.  Health and Medicine also administers projects on long-term care reform, prison health, women’s health, and the health system safety net.  


