RN TO BSN ACCELERATED PATHWAY COMPONENT

The nursing major provides registered nurse graduates from a state approved and nationally accredited associate degree or diploma program in nursing, an opportunity to obtain a baccalaureate degree in nursing.  Faculty in the Department of Nursing recognize that the RN student differs from am undergraduate student beginning a course of study.  These differences reflect the RN student as an adult learner who has successfully completed either an associate degree or diploma program with a major in nursing and is also licensed to practice professional nursing.  Licensure is seen as meeting minimum competency standards in nursing.  The RN student in contrast to the beginning generic student has therefore met and in many cases exceeded minimum competency.  The accelerated pathway curriculum was developed to build on this prior knowledge and skills so as to avoid redundancy.

   The RN to BSN Accelerated Component consists of 127 credit hours distributed among the natural sciences, social sciences, general education, humanities, nursing, and electives.

   Students interested in the RN to BSN Accelerated Component may call the RN Coordinator, Dr. Mary Branch at (773) 995-3810 for an appointment to discuss the requirements and for an unofficial transcript evaluation prior to applying for admission to the University.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Complete the general requirements for admission to Chicago State University. (Call 773-995-2513 for an admission application.) Upon admission to the University, each student must take proficiency examinations in reading, math, algebra, and English.  Based on the results of these tests, you may have to complete developmental courses, if required.  In addition, you must also complete all prerequisite courses (see curriculum pattern) prior to entering the Nursing program.

   Admission to the Department of Nursing is a separate application process from admission to the University.  Applicants must submit a completed application to the RN Coordinator who will forward these materials to the Department of Nursing Admissions, Progression, Retention, and Graduation (APRG) Committee for the final decision regarding admission.

   Applicants to the Department of Nursing must meet the following requirements:

1.
Successfully complete all Chicago State University proficiency examinations.

2.
Complete any developmental courses if needed, based on proficiency examination results.

3.
Complete all prerequisite courses with a minimum grade of “C,” as well as have a cumulative grade point average of 2.50 or better.

1. Submit a letter of intent, application for admission, three letters of reference, a resume, copy of certificates, and certificates from continuing education courses, programs, etc.

2. Submit a completed medical and dental examination, specific immunizations, laboratory tests, and a recent tuberculin test (chest x-ray, if positive).

3. Submit a copy of current Illinois Registered Nurse license.

4. Submit proof of malpractice and health insurance.

5. Successfully complete Nursing 361 – Transition to Professional Nursing.

6. Submit all documents to the RN Coordinator.

   Incomplete folders are not considered for admission. RN students must meet the same University criteria as generic nursing students in order to be considered for admission to the Department of Nursing. 

   RN students from accredited programs may receive up to 30 credit hours of nursing credits according to the Illinois Articulation Agreement.  RN students from non-accredited nursing programs will need to submit a portfolio or complete and pass the ACT PEP Regents Nursing Examinations in the areas of Fundamentals, Psychiatric/Mental Health Nursing, the baccalaureate level Maternal and Child Health, and Adult Nursing.  Credit will be held in escrow until the RN student has successfully completed Nursing 361 – Transition to Professional Nursing.

COMPOSITION – 6 credit hours


ENG 127, 128

MATHEMATICS/CRITICAL THINKING – 6 credit hours


Any math that meets university requirements; PHIL 204 or 221.

NATURAL SCIENCES – 19 credit hours


BIOL 108, 220, 221, 259; CHEM 105

NUTRITION – 3 credit hours


H SC 190

HUMANITIES – 9 credit hours


6 credits in a single foreign language; 3 credits in music, art, Speech, philosophy, or English

SOCIAL SCIENCES – 12 credit hours


PSYC 141, 217, 357; SOC 101

NURSING COURSES – 42 credit hours


NURS 274, 301, 343, 344, 349, 361, 368, 369, 371, 373, 381, 382, 383.  Illinois Articulation credit given for the following nursing courses:  206 (3), 290 (3), 340 (6), 342 (6), 365 (6), 376 (6) for a total possible credit hours of 30.  

Curriculum Pattern for

RN ACCELERATED PATHWAY COMPONENT

Freshman Level

Fall Semester



Spring Semester
 


ENG
 127

3

ENG
128

3



Mathematics*

3

CHEM 105

5

PSYC
 141

3

BIOL
 220

4





SOC
 101

3

PSYC
 217

3

BIOL
 108

3










15




15




Sophomore Level



Fall Semester



Spring Semester



BIOL
 259

3

NURS 274

4


BIOL
 221

4

PSYC 357

3


H SC
 190 

3

Foreign Language
3





PHIL
204 or 221
3


Foreign Language
3









16
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Junior Level 

Fall Semester



Spring Semester



NURS 343

3

NURS 361 

4


NURS 344

3

NURS 349

2

NURS 301

3

NURS 382

2
Humanities

3
12
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Senior Level

Fall Semester



Spring Semester

NURS 371

5

NURS 381

5

NURS 373

4

NURS 383

1

NURS 368

3

NURS 369

3
12
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