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Pre-Physical Therapy
Program Advisor:  Kenya McGuire Johnson, PT, MA
Physical Therapy (PT) is a profession, which develops and utilizes selected knowledge and skills in planning organizing, and directing programs for the care of individuals whose ability to function is impaired or threatened by disease or injury.  Physical Therapy deals primarily with those individuals whose potential or actual impairment is related to the neuromusculoskeletal, pulmonary, and cardiovascular systems.  It focuses on methods of evaluating the functions of those systems and on the selection of appropriate therapeutic procedures to maintain, improve, or restore these functions.  Physical Therapy serves a wide population in a variety of settings such as hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, home health agencies, public health agencies, school districts, private practice, and the armed forces.  The minimum educational requirement for entry into the profession is a Master's Degree.
The College of Health Sciences at Chicago State University has a Pre-Physical Therapy program.  Students may complete a B.S. or B.A. degree (B.S. degree through the Individualized Curriculum Program is recommended) at Chicago State University and then apply to an entry-level Master's or Doctoral Physical Therapy Program at another institution.  Prospective students should check with the Office of Admissions or the Pre-PT program advisor for further information. 

Curriculum Pattern

Pre-Professional Physical Therapy Students

FRESHMAN YEAR

Fall Semester






Spring Semester

ENG 127


3



ENG 128

3

PSYC 141


3           


CPTR 106

3

MATH
 171


5



H SC 150

3

CHEM 155


4



CHEM 156

4









ECON 101 or 102
3

                                                   15





           16

SOPHOMORE YEAR

Fall Semester






Spring Semester

BIOL 171


3



ZOOL 204                     3

PHIL 204 or 221

3



HS 157 

2

ANTH 101/SOC 101                3



PSYC 217 

3

H SC 104


3



SPCH 203

3

PT 301
 

3



BOT 205

3

          15





           14

JUNIOR YEAR

Fall Semester






Spring Semester

PHYS 151


4



PHYS 152

4

ZOOL 250


4



ZOOL 261

2

FOREIGN LANG.

3



FOREIGN LANG.
3

PSYC 231 OR 357

3



MGMT 103

3

PE 200


1



ELECTIVE*

3

          15      





          15

SENIOR YEAR

Fall Semester






Spring Semester

PSLY 204


4



PE 303


3

BIOL 250


3



PE 301


3

PSYC 336


3


             PE 263


3

HSC 250


3



MATH 261

4

ELECTIVE* 


2-3



ELECTIVE*

2-3



          
        15-16





          15-16
Total: 120-122 credit hours

*Electives taken in the humanities, health sciences, and health and safety are recommended.

 

Educational Requirements and Job Outlook
The minimum educational requirement for entry into the profession effective January 2002, is a master's degree.  This is primarily due to the expanding body of knowledge needed for PTs to provide a wider variety of treatment and rehabilitation services.  Physical therapists study a vast array of general education courses including English, math, biology, zoology, chemistry, physics, sociology, and psychology.  Professional courses include biomechanics, neuroanatomy, human growth and development, manifestations of disease and trauma, evaluation and assessment techniques, research, electrotherapeutics, mobilization, and therapeutic exercises.  Besides classroom and laboratory instruction, students receive supervised clinical experience in healthcare facilities. 

Physical Therapy is considered one of the fastest growing professions.  Physical Therapists can work in hospitals, private offices, health centers, industries, sports facilities, nursing homes, schools, and universities.  The average starting salary is $46,000 with potential higher earnings based upon position, education, experience, practice setting, and geographical location.

Pre-Physical Therapy Program at Chicago State University
Chicago State University (CSU) offers a Pre-Physical Therapy Program.  Students may complete their general education/preprofessional courses at CSU and then transfer to a university that offers a professional physical therapy program.  Students may also choose to pursue a B.S. or B.A. degree at CSU and then apply to an entry-level Master's or Doctoral Physical Therapy program at another university.
Specific Pre-Physical Therapy Requirements

Composition





6 credit hours
ENG 127, 128

Biological Sciences




22 credit hours
BIOL 171, 250;  PSLY 204; ZOOL 204, 250, 261

BOT 205

Humanities





12 credit hours
SPCH 203; FOREIGN LANGUAGE (2 semesters);

PHIL 204 or 221
Mathematics and Computer Sciences


12 credit hours
MATH 171, 261; CPTR 106

Physical Sciences




16 credit hours
CHEM 155, 156; PHYS 151, 152

Social Sciences





18 credit hours
ANTH 101/SOC 101; ECON 101 or 102; 

PSYC 141, 217, 231 OR 357, 336

Management





3 credit hours



MGMT 103
Health Sciences





9 credit hours

H SC 104, 250, 150

Physical Therapy




3 credit hours
PT 301

Health and Safety




2 credit hours

HS 157

Physical Education, Recreation



10 credit hours

PE 200, 263, 303, 301 

Electives





7-9 credit hours
*Electives taken in the humanities, health sciences, and health and safety are recommended.

                                                            

 

To Minor In Health Sciences, CLICK HERE 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PRE-PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT CHICAGO STATE UNIVERSITY, PLEASE CONTACT:
Kenya McGuire Johnson, Pre-PT Advisor
College of Health Sciences, BHS 425
Chicago State University
9501 South King Drive
Chicago, IL  60628
Phone:  773/995-3846
E-mail:  KM-Johnson@csu.edu
 

