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D,u.ng my tlrne at Ciricago litate Jnivr:rsrty as an uncJergrad' I have learrred many things frcm all

my ciasses but nothing stancs out nnort: than lvhat I learned frcrm thr: classes in my histoty prograrn For

starters, I received a depth and va:;t kncvvledge ol fristory from all rrry prrofessors From Dr' Kirnble i

learned about labor and race relatir:ns, i,vith Dr' Rovve lgainr:d knowleclge in world history (\'VW18:

WW2, Caribbean hlstory ancl Europrean hrstorv) arrclwith Dr'Kuzdale lgained significant ["nowledge of

theMidclIeAges(especi;;r||ytheGreatCrlsade:;|).Ialscrg;rinedagreatappreciationandt.espectforthe

History professors at CSi'l for what thev rJo'

nadditron,llearner,cresearci^rticssutr:ha:;identifyingl:hcclifferrencebetweenalrimaryartd

secondar'TSourCe,findingtheauthor,sargunrent,identifyingbriasinformationandcitingmySoUrC|]S

corre,ctl,y. The unde'gra,c prograrrr also rnade'rne a better writr:r due trl the critir:ism I got from all tny

history professors. l\4an'y tirnes I rt'ould llet paper:; bacl< w th er sea of red ink' but the criticrsm poirrted

outmVnristakeswfrichlezrrnedf56;nrnrhichonlynrad':abetterwriter'Theunclergrad;:rogramalso

gaVemeanappreciationforhistoriansandt|rehardworkthattl.rey'duetoprovidenot,:nlVstudentsbut

thevlorldwiththeinformationtireyfirrdfrornres,earc'r.Irra||'le,n,loyr:dtheUndergraduateHistory

prograrnatCSUanllft=:elit'sgivr:nasl'rongandvastkno''n"leclgeablebackgroundrnhisl'orythatcOuld

rival any other rnst tuticlt-r's histo'y pro'lrarn



Iu class it *as askc,d 'rf rrrysclt attd rtly'

tunclerqrrrduate edur:atitln has taLlr{ht Ll:i l oitxne

2010 aficr bcing at a collllllLrnitl collcgc t'l'r a

.lohn \{ W hrcler

[{istoly +9i(l-(] 1

Rcticction [)aPc-r

classririalcs to \!ritc a rcI-lcctiott papcrr on our

to Chicago Sttrte tjniversit-l rrr the f;rll scmester of

vcar artli lt hall'. I had acttrallr bccli oLtl u1'scltool

fbr qr-rrte some trmc *,hcn I erlrc,l.lcil at cst-. so I rvas irclt'titllr" rLr:;tY [-lte t)l.c c()nslallt that I harc

noticcd iior11 all th,: pr0tcssors I harc haei Ln tirc fristori anci political scicrrcc proglilllls

respe0tivel\,, is to challcnge eVelYthirLg 1'oLt lcarn arlcl do \'otlr 0\^'n rcscarch betbrr: \'()LI comc to a

conclusion ot'^cccpting it as t'ar:t. [''igh:;ch'ol' yr:rrt-ittst ki'd of lcarn t. ilo t'c v"ork that is

assigned to yoll anci tc, t'netnori;tc things. L{owcvctr" tn collegc votl' are challengetl to think

criticalJ.y itl cr,err'thing r,ott learn. e re-n itt ttlath ltnrl s;cictlcc cias:;es.

Ftcrsonall\,. on,: of-ml ptll-itltitry ucakttc:iscs $as glr'thct'in8' sotlfcc tnatcrial propcrll I

irctuall,r, almost frriled a histcrrv r:lass drtc to ltccuseLtiotts of'plagiarisnl \{1' proiesstlr coulci hare

trunricd ure or c.iismrsr,,ccl 'c 
fr-.'r tlrr: rnstrtutr.n. rrut rrc did.t. rrrstcacl. hr: t.olc tirnc .ut of lti:

r,ervbusyschcdulearrcllLelpecln]c]t)ne()1.|(]tletclleaLrrlrtrw'1-oproperlyrcscarclra'ndcltes()LlrccS

rvhen r,vrittng a paper I cnclccl r'rp glr:tiltg lL Il as nl'y linal gr;rclc in that coltrsc-' alltl I hrtrt'sinct'

taken.]()00 ancl4000 level cou:rses.'nvi1le h requi|e \()Ll t0 cttc sottrces ancl I have'lc\cf had 'rrl

issue n,it' it agarii. I t.'ir:k one of nt'prinlar'stre ngtirs i:; ttLat I lo'e to lcamand I lore bcrttg irl

schsotl. Even after this degree llS cOl"nplete d, I am lSoing back to school to lcarn sonlething tlev'" i



think tlnis; I.ranslates into mri ,,r,'ork because j l vou don 't ert jtry somerihing. then voll'r(l usualll' not

going t"o do rvell rn it be cause y'ou're n,Jt going to gire it your all.

As lar as a r,,'eal:ncss ol'tire prograrlr. I rcally can'l -scc'an1 . Or-rr prof'cssors e.rc ercellcnl

and talie the time to make s;ure that wc undorstzrrLd thc nutteriiL[.'f]re classcs are small. so wc get a

lot of onc otl one inl;tru,.:tiou. Iiorvcr,cr'. I ira,,c alsg ltacl liirgc classcs u,ith 50-100 sttidcnts. tttld

the prgfessors stiil w'eu1. out of therr \!,r]- to ntakc surc lvt: got l:hc ntatcrtal. I'he u'eakucsses o{'thc

program l.,c in cxtcrnal :;or.rrccs sLrclt a:,, rhr: irtlurirrtsttittit,rtt. whtch il; cxllcricttr:c a chattilinq 0f tltc

gLrard that looks to lte promrsrng. Also. nou,politrcal issues uith tfLe state tllat alfcct tis since ue

are a pubiic unrvcrsity, but you'll ncvcr lic,rr rrc sa1 anythtng bad rrr critical rtbout lhc acaclctriic

component of our rtrstittttion

In closing. I har c gro\vn ii loi its a r;t'Ltdcnt ancl

student. I beiieve tliat I har,'e: been g,ii'cn thc tools that

curlcnt dcgrcc is tn an lirt irttd Iitt'n sr'rttcll'll.g ()\cl t()

difllctrlt Lrut I belie','c i lrare'*'hat il 1a<es ttl SLlcJeer"l'

C hicago State Univcrslt.v".

as ir pcrson in tlrv fii'c ycars lrcrc as a

I rLecd to ke cp sLrccccdiug as a slLrdent. \'lY'

a sci(.'ncc tbr nry ttcxl tlcgrcc. l-hrs ri'ill brr

in n,r sntall Frart t() mV cxperir:ncc ltcrc: at


