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These policies and processes are subject to change.

Field Placement Policies During the Covid-19 Semester

The Governor’s Executive Order 2020-30 of April 24, 2020 suspended the requirements for educator candidates of a teacher performance assessment and student teaching.  These orders apply only to students impacted during the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations of Spring 2020 starting March 9, 2020.

Clarification:  Candidates affected by the Governor’s Executive order are nevertheless required to abide by Chicago State University policies.  One area where there is an issue regards the edTPA.  Specifically, while the governor has suspended the edTPA, CSU requires passing the edTPA to get a passing grade in student teaching. (See Consideration One)

Consideration One.   edTPA 
According to the COE Student Teaching Handbook, pages 23 and 24, students must pass edTPA in order to be given a passing grade in student teaching.
Issue:  some students did not complete edTPA because of the closing of public schools.  

Decision:  After consulting with cooperating teachers, university supervisors who are confident that a student who did not complete edTPA but will be successful as a first year teacher, may recommend to the student to submit a petition to the Admissions and Standards Committee for a waiver of the policy stated above.  The Admissions and Standards Committee Chair will set a date for these petitions to be submitted and announce it to the university supervisors and the edTPA coordinator.  Students who took the edTPA during the Spring 2020 semester and did not pass are eligible to submit a petition.  
 
Consideration Two. K-12 Student Teaching.
For students who could not complete the second half of a two-part student teaching requirement, there are two options:
1.  Students whose work student teaching in the first half was exemplary may, in the judgment of the university supervisor after consulting with the cooperating teacher and for whom substitute assignments were given and satisfactorily accomplished, will be given a letter grade in student teaching.  If the undergraduate (does not apply to graduate students) student requests a pass/no pass grade they may only get a pass if they were earning an A or a B (see page 23 of the COE Student Teacher Handbook).
2. Students whose work student teaching was not exemplary or for some other reason requires the teaching experience in a different age group must request an incomplete.  This means that they will not be able to graduate and will need to complete their student teaching in the Fall 2020 semester.  This will allow them to graduate in December.  These students will not be required to take or pass the edTPA at any time.  

Consideration Three.  Internships
Any student who was taking the Internship course in Spring 2020 and was unable to fulfill the requirements may request and be granted an incomplete and complete the internship in the first two to three weeks of Fall 2020 semester.  Then the student will begin his/her student teaching immediately after.  This exemption are in place only for the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations that went into effect on March 9, 2020.

Consideration Four.  Field Placement.
Faculty in methods and other courses requiring field placements that could not be completed during Spring 2020 are using videos and other activities in place of face-to-face observations.  Student grades should not be negatively impacted.

Consideration Five.  Content Exam Requirement.
During the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations, students preparing for student teaching for Fall 2020 will need to pass their content exam in order to engage in an internship (applies to graduate level initial licensure students) or student teaching.  


Consideration Six.  Endorsements on a PEL.
“Individuals who wish to add subsequent teaching endorsements to a PEL and completed all requirements except either/both a field experience and/or content exam are eligible to receive a short-term approval. ISBE will provide training to licensure officers in entitling candidates in these programs for a non-renewable, short-term approval.”  Students completing endorsement programs this semester Spring 2020 will need to submit a petition requesting a waiver from CSU policy.
“When the educator passes the applicable content exam, they are eligible for the endorsement. Educators should request an entitlement from their institution of higher education and apply for the entitlement through their ELIS accounts.”

Email additional questions to covid19@isbe.net or info@ibhe.org. 
Dated April 30, 2020; Office of the Dean.
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