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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
1.1. Introduction 
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1.2. Corridor Characteristics 
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Figure 1.  Little Calumet and Grand Calumet River Corridor Boundary 



Illinois Coastal Management Program  March 2006 
Little Calumet and Grand Calumet River Corridor White Paper  

R:\CMP\LCGCRC_white_paper_032706_FINAL.doc Page 4 

�
Figure 2. Land Use (2001) in the Little Calumet and  Grand Calumet River Corridor 
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1.4. Visions for the Region as Expressed in Previou s Planning Efforts 
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Corridor Land Use (2001) Acres Percent 
Residential 776 15.1% 
Urban mixed use with parking 152 3.0% 
Vacant 983 19.1% 
 Undeveloped  782  79.6% 
 Formerly used  201  20.4% 
Manufacturing 496 9.7% 
Distribution 225 4.4% 
Utilities and waste management 435 8.5% 
Mineral extraction 88 1.7% 
Conservation open space 414 8.1% 
Recreational open space 386 7.5% 
 Golf course  321  83.2% 
 Parks  65  16.8% 
Water 531 10.3% 
 River  435  81.9% 
 Lakes and lagoons  96  18.1% 
Wetland 172 3.3% 
Other 481 9.4% 
Total 5,139 100.0% 
Source: Aggregated from NIPC 2005 
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2. ISSUES OF CONCERN 
2.1. Water Quality 

2.1.1 HYDROLOGIC MODIFICATION AND CHANNEL CONDITIONS 
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2.1.2. CHEMICAL PARAMETERS  
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Parameter Direction Change per year 
DO Improvement +0.094 mg/L 
NH4-N Improvement –0.398 mg/L 
NO3+NO2-N Decline +0.107 mg/L 
TKN Improvement –0.375 mg/L 
Total P Decline +0.013 mg/L 
SO4 Decline +0.833 mg/L 
Turbidity No significant change — 
TSS No significant change — 
Fecal coliform Improvement –233 colonies/100 mL  
Cyanide Improvement –0.0013 mg/L 
Phenol Decline +0.833 mg/L 
Source: Larson 2001 



Illinois Coastal Management Program  March 2006 
Little Calumet and Grand Calumet River Corridor White Paper  

R:\CMP\LCGCRC_white_paper_032706_FINAL.doc Page 8 

)�(��*�����:��	
�%�����(�������� �����*��
(��� �(���.���* � ����� �	���
��������������(<
�	�����>������5��	����5 ����.�9������?�00�@�*����3	��������*�����. ����(�����(
�<�-"0���������
(
�<�--0�.��
 ����������	� ���*�����:��	
�%�����(���������*��� ����
��
��		%��
��
�
�����
(<
��� �(���������������A������������>���3%�����'#�
����� ��(����
 (�������������
3��
�������
����
(��� �(�����������'#�
�������������� ���	�)
�������(��	�  ��������	�5����
���?)��5@�
����
�����	����������	�(���*����*�%��%���(����
���������
���	 �� ���%����	� �	���)��5�)���
���
4�(3�����
��	���������������������
����������9
��	����	�(����
 ��� ��������
����5 �����?�
'�
�00�@��7���7����	���������� �
�����A����?75��@.������*
���>��* ���������
����7����	��%���(.�
�����	����	�%�������	��
���������
�������	���	
���(�	� �	������ 3
�	��
��	���%������(�����9������
?�00�@������
3��������	
���
������	���	
���(�	� �	��(����������� ����5��	����5 �����(��
���
���
����
���
������%�������		�*
�������
(�	�(�����
������75���
��� -,"���
�
7�����������	�(���
��
��*���������
�
������������9
��	����	�(� ���2���������
�����
��.�������<
�
����
 �������*�������(�����
���������������
����&��3����� ��	�
��
��	�����
�����5����������<
���������������������9�>���#�����$��	
�%�5����(����?8)��5��00�@.��	� ��������
�������(
��<
�
���
��������		%��
��������*�%����(���������
����3%����	�*��
  
���������������
����&��3�����<
��	��4������	���.�������������	�(��������������
 ��
��	����� ����*�����:��	
�%�*
��
���������<
�
���.����*
�������
���
�����	��
 �	%��(�		������
3��
���� ���	�*�
������9
��	����	�(���3�	�*�����
����	�������5	(������	����������
(���
���	 �����%����
����� ���������	�(���
��3�	�*�1�(�;9�����
(���������,�������������%.�*�������
��
��3�	�*���
��	� �	���	%�- B�������������������
(��
������
���������������9
��	����	�(���	���
�������������'#�
��������(��� ��	���������		�?�
'��00�@��
7�����������	�(�����
	�����(���������:���
��	
�������������������� ���%����������������������
�
���	 �����%�����	(�����0�����������������
(���9
>�*
��.����
(� ���:��	
�%�
��������������	�<
(���
���	�����3�����
�		%�*����������
��������������������	� (���)%���(�?�
'��00�@��7����
 ���
��
����������5=���0�?�@�	
�������

7.���� %�(���	�.�������6��
������* �������	�(�.�����(����	
>�	%�
�������3�
��������(
���������
(�����?���5��00!@���
�
2.2. Stormwater Management and Flooding 
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2.3. Water Recreation in the Corridor 
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Marina Municipality 
Dolton Yacht Basin Dolton 
Lake Calumet Boat and Gun Club Chicago 
Pier 11 Riverdale 
Rentner Chicago 
Riley’s Burnham 
Riverside Chicago 
Skipper’s Chicago 
M & M Windjammer Chicago 
Source: Gobster and Westphal 1998; Yellow Pages update 

Observed Activities in Little Calumet Number Percen t 
Swimming, Diving or Jumping 1 0% 
Skiing or Tubing 6 3% 
Wading 6 3% 
Canoeing, Sculling or Kayaking 0 0% 
Fishing 145 64% 
Power Boating 68 30% 
Total 226 100% 
Source: CDM 2004   
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 2.4. Population, Deindustrialization, and Economic Development 
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 Population 

Place 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 
2030 

Forecast 
Blue Island 19,618 22,629 21,855 21,203 23,463 25,511 
Burnham 2,478 3,634 4,030 3,916 4,170 4,271 
Calumet City 25,000 33,107 39,697 37,840 39,071 39,654 
Calumet Park 8,448 10,069 8,788 8,418 8,516 8,760 
Dolton 18,746 25,990 24,766 23,930 25,614 24,433 
Riverdale (Muni) 12,008 15,806 13,233 13,671 15,055 16,225 
Riverdale (CCA) 11,448 15,018 13,539 10,821 9,809 — 
Source: U.S. Census; 2030 forecast from NIPC 2003. 
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Median household income $36,520 $39,053 $38,902 $45,357 $48,020 $38,321 $13,178 $51,680 
Percent of PMSA 71% 76% 75% 88% 93% 74% 25% 100% 
         
Percent pop. black alone 22% 53% 53% 84% 82% 85% 97% 19% 
Percent pop. white alone 54% 35% 40% 11% 14% 11% 1% 66% 
Percent pop. Latino 38% 15% 11% 8% 3% 2% 2% 17% 
Source: U.S. Census 2000; race and ethnic categories are not additive 
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2.6. Ecosystem Damage 
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3. MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 
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4. CMP OPPORTUNITIES 
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4.1. Water Quality 

#�
	��*�����:��	
�%�
����������
���������	���	%�
(��� ��.�����
( ��
�(�����������
		���3�����
�	��
5���
��������3�	�*.������������� ���	��	��������*����<3������ ������
���
����������
��������������
���A�����	����������
�
���	������
����������
���.�������������� ��	��3������(�������������<
������.�������
�		%�3%�������
��������������
����
���������� �*����*�%��
����������
�����2���<

���(��
���
�������
������	��3��������(�����������(
������ ���� �	����������*�������������
������5��
�
���		%.������������������
/��
����������'#�
����� ������ 
�������(*�����(��<
���(����
�����>������%�(�%����������������������
�%�������(( ��
�
��.������������
��#����<
������	���
��������
	�.������	��
(��� ��*�����:��	
�%�
����� 
�
�����������
����	���
����������	�
'�����(����������(��������������	��3��	� ������������	��� �((��
�
���
����������
�����	�%�
������
 ��������
�
�����	��
����
�����������5��
(������������� �������
��
��(�	�
<�3A���
 ���	��<
�
�������(�	�
<���������	����������	����A������7���'#�
������ ���� 
��������		�������(�	���
�����
�����������*
�������)��5�����
���.�*�
����������
������� �
(��� ��*�����:��	
�%�3�������
�	����������
����(�����
 
4.2. Habitat, Ecosystem, and Natural Area Restorati on 
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�
Figure 3. Map of sites identified in Calumet Area O pen Space Initiative, Calumet Ecological Park Feasi bility Study, and Calumet Open Space Reserve.  
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4.2.1. PRIMARY NATURAL AREAS 
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Source of Recommended Sites Identified in Figure 3 
Site CAOSI CEPFS COSR 
A �  �   
B �    
C �  �   
D   �  
E �    
F �  �   
G �    
1   �  
2 �   �  
3 �   �  
4   �  

CAOSI: Calumet Area Open Space Initiative 
CEPFS: Calumet Ecological Park Feasibility Study 
COSR: Calumet Open Space Reserve 
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4.2.2. SECONDARY NATURAL AREAS 
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4.2.3. RIVER ENHANCEMENT 
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4.3. Public Access and Recreational Resources 

4.3.1. RECREATIONAL BOATING INFRASTRUCTURE 
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4.3.2. GREENWAYS AND TRAILS  
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4.4. Historic and Cultural Feature Preservation 

4.4.1. ALTGELD GARDENS 
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4.4.2. TON FARM AND UNDERGROUND RAILROAD  
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4.4.3. THE COLORFUL HISTORY OF CALUMET  
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4.5. Education and Public Awareness 
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4.6. Land Acquisition / Easement Opportunities 
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5. EXISTING AUTHORITIES 
 

Agency/Authority Description 

Chicago Housing Authority Oversees public housing in Chicago and (through contractor) housing voucher program in metro area 

City of Blue Island Municipality 

Village of Burnham Municipality 

City of Calumet City  Municipality 

Village of Calumet Park Municipality 

City of Chicago Municipality 

Village of Dolton Municipality 

Village of Riverdale Municipality 

Forest Preserve District of Cook County Acquires and manages forest preserve properties 

Illinois DNR Office of Water Resources Flood control 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Regulates water quality under Clean Water Act 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago 

Operates regional wastewater treatment facilities, is a major landowner in Corridor, has stormwater man-
agement authority for Cook County, flood control 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Dredging, wetlands fill permits, flood control, Lake Michigan diversion accounting, dam operation 

U.S. Supreme Court Enforces decree regulating Lake Michigan diversion 
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6. EXISTING COMMITTEES 
 
Organization Website Description 
   
African Scientific Research Institute http://www.uic.edu/orgs/asri/about.htm University research center, archaeology and African-

American history 
Altgeld-Murray Homes Local Advisory 

Council 
http://www.thecha.org/housingdev/altgeld_murray_homes.html Tenant organization at Altgeld-Murray Homes 

C/CURE �  Organization promoting memorial park for Under-
ground Railroad site at Jan Ton farm 

Calumet City Historical Society http://www.lakenetnwi.net/member/cchs/ Historical society 
Calumet Ecological Park Association http://www.lincolnnet.net/cepa/home.shtml Organization promoting establishment of Ecological 

Park in Calumet region 
Calumet Heritage Partnership http://www.chicagosteel.org/ Organization promoting preservation of Calumet area 

labor heritage and steel-making structures 
Canal Corridor Association http://www.canalcor.org/ Organization helping develop cultural sites and tour-

ism along I & M Canal National Heritage Corridor 
Chicago Southland Chamber of Com-

merce 
http://www.chicagosouthland.com/ Chamber of commerce in south suburbs 

Chicago Southland Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 

http://www.cscvb.com/home.cfm Tourism agency for south suburbs  

Chicago Southland Economic Devel-
opment Corporation 

http://www.chicagosouthland.com/EDC/default.aspx Economic development organization in south suburbs 

Chicago Wilderness http://www.chicagowilderness.org/ Regional environmental consortium in northeastern IL, 
northwestern IN, and southeastern WI 

Delta Institute http://www.delta-institute.org/ Great Lakes organization; pollution prevention in 
Calumet area 

Field Museum http://www.fieldmuseum.org/ Research and education institution on south side of 
Chicago 

Lake Calumet Ecosystem Partnership http://dnr.state.il.us/orep/c2000/ecosystem/partnerships/ Environmental organization established through Illi-
nois DNR  

National Park Service North Central 
Research Station 

http://www.ncrs.fs.fed.us/ Research division in National Park Service 

Northeastern Illinois Planning  
Commission 

http://www.nipc.org/ Regional planning body providing official forecasts, 
planning/ natural resource technical assistance  

Openlands Project http://www.openlands.org/ Environmental advocacy and planning organization, 
regional focus 

People for Community Recovery http://www.geology.wisc.edu/~wang/EJBaldwin/PCR/ Altgeld Gardens community organization  
Southeast Environmental Task Force http://www.southeastenvironmental.org/ Environmental advocacy group in southeast Chicago 

and south suburbs 
South Suburban Mayors and Managers 

Association 
http://www.ssmma.org/ Council of governments for south suburbs 
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