Upcoming Events

Course Design 1/13
for 12:00-2:00PM
Curriculum LIB 301
Reform RSVP
Workshop
LiveText 1/17
Workshop 2:00-4:00PM
LIB 144
RSVP
NFO Redux: 1/19
Share and 12:30-2:30PM
Prepare LIB 301
RSVP
@ -

APPEALI

Price: $2.99

smartphone or

App: Wolfram Alpha

The amazing “comp-

utational knowledge

engine” can now be
used on your

Likened to the Star
Trek computer, it can
prove very useful for
research purposes (or
just plain curiosity).

]

tablet.
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1) Email newsletters are
an easy way to bring

Keeping up with educa-
tional technology can

seem daunting these trends straight to you.
days, with new TechRepublic,
programs, apps, Tech&Learning,

and devices and Campus Tech-
coming out all nology all have ones

the time. But
there are ways
to stay on top of
trends that don’t require
you to spend hours every
day trolling the web for
information. Below are
some useful resources to
keep in mind.

worth reading.

2) Twitter is sur-
prising many by gaining
steam as an information
source for headlines. Fol-
low feeds from the CTRE,
HigherEd TechDecisions,
Jason Rhode, and e-

learn.net for up-to-the-
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4 Ways to Keep Current on Tech

minute news.

3) Podcasts are a conven-
ient, and often entertain-
ing way to inform your-
self. Consider subscribing
to InsideHigherEd, The
Chronicle of Higher Ed,
or EDUCAUSE.

4) Training sessions
offered by the CTRE and
online by other institu-
tions can really provide
some valuable skills. Just
a half hour a week on sites
like EducationWorld can
make a big difference.

Getting on the Soapbox

Imagine the following situ-
ation: You are delivering a
lecture that you spent
weeks preparing. Every
few minutes, you ask the
class if there are any
questions. No one
says anything, so you
assume they under-
stand everything
perfectly. After the
class is over, nine students
send emails saying they
didn’t understand the lec-
ture at all because it was
confusing, and “the whole
class agrees.”

ever happened to you,
there’s good news. Soap-
Box is a program that you
can incorporate easily into
your classroom that allows

students to tacitly give real-
time feedback on how well
they are understanding class
content, literally by select-
ing between “I am getting
it” and “I am confused.”

If this kind of situation has They can also type ques-

SoapBox

tions, vote on which topics
are most confusing, and
answer polling questions
you can create for them
ahead of time.

And all student feed-
back is anonymous, so
they won’t be afraid of
looking incompetent
in front of their peers.

You can learn more about
SoapBox’s features by
watching this video. And
if you decide it’s some-
thing you’d like to try in
your own teaching, you
can download it HERE.


http://www.techrepublic.com/newsletters?tag=hdr;hdr-secnav
http://www.techlearning.com/index
http://campustechnology.com/newsletters/higher-education.aspx
http://campustechnology.com/newsletters/higher-education.aspx
http://twitter.com/#!/CSU_CTRE
http://twitter.com/#!/HigherEdTD
http://twitter.com/#!/jrhode
http://twitter.com/#!/elearnnet
http://twitter.com/#!/elearnnet
http://www.insidehighered.com/audio
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/chronicle-higher-education/id220175624
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/chronicle-higher-education/id220175624
http://www.educause.edu/podcasts
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/archives/techtorials.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak9RyZjXlzs
http://gosoapbox.com/tour/
http://www.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?D5F19D87D3958281D5
http://www.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?D5F19D87D3958281D5
http://www.surveymethods.com/EndUser.aspx?D5F19D87D3958281D5
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolframalpha/id334989259?mt=8

Ambrose Video in the
Classroom

Looking Forward

On January 13, CSU will begin a month-long trial with Ambrose Video’s

entire online collection. With the equivalent of over
1,000 DVDs of educational video, Ambrose is one of the
pillars of proprietary digital content.

The collection will be made available to all CSU faculty to
use in the classroom, and will include such titles as A
History of Black Achievement in America; The Hu-
man Body: Nervous System; and Global Warming.

All content areas are represented, including English, which has

NERVOUS

SYSTEM

The Complete works of Shakespeare to take advantage of.

Watch for updates on how to access Ambrose Video’s content.

The trial will expire on February 15, but if there is sufficient
positive feedback from faculty, then the CTRE will consider
purchasing an institutional membership for further use.

Chances are you've seen
this black-and-white
square around Chicago—
on advertisements, on fly-
ers, even on business cards
and t-shirts. But what is
it?

It’s a Quick Response
code, or QR code for short,
and it’s changing the way
people interact. When you
see one, you can scan it
with a smartphone or any
mobile device that has a
camera, QR code reader,
and internet access. Once
you scan it, you will auto-
matically be taken to a par-
ticular website. For exam-
ple, if you were to scan the
QR code shown here, it
would take you to the
CTRE website.

QR code generator like
Kaywa, you can do some
really neat things. Here
are some ideas to consider:

e Include links to supple-
mental online materials
and readings

¢ Code your class outline
or syllabus

To scan a QR code, you
will need to download a

e Create an internet-

based hunt
QR code reader like Qraft- ased scavenger hun

er or Scan. Just useitonce ®
and you’ll be surprised at
how easy it is.

Advertise upcoming
educational events on
campus or around Chi-

Until the past year, QR €280

codes have primarily been  ®
used for marketing pur-
poses, but people are find-
ing innovative ways to in-
tegrate them into the class-
room as well. By using a

Have students come up
with creative ways to
use QR codes!

To learn more about QR
codes, click HERE.

WMERLOT

Multimedia Educaticnal Resource
far Learning and ©nline Teaching

Call for Papers!

The MERLOT Journal
of Online Learning and
Teaching (JOLT) is a
peer-reviewed online
publication addressing
the scholarly use of mul-
timedia resources in
education. They are
now seeking manu-
scripts for upcoming
issues in the following
categories: research pa-
pers; case studies; con-

cept papers; and posi-
tion papers.
To learn more, click
HERE.


http://qrcode.kaywa.com/
http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/student_affairs_and_technology/the_potential_of_qr_codes
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/qrafter-qr-code-reader-generator/id416098700?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/qrafter-qr-code-reader-generator/id416098700?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scan/id411206394?mt=8
http://jolt.merlot.org/callforpapers.html

