
AA. TTHHEE MMAARRQQUUEETTTTEE GGRREEEENNWWAAYY PPLLAANN
As of 2006, about one third of the 43 mile long Indiana shoreline on Lake
Michigan is in public ownership, principally in the the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore and the Indiana Dunes State Park. The Marquette Greenway Plan
is a comprehensive vision to provide public access to up 75 percent of the
shoreline by means of pedestrian and bike trails. The Portage Lakefront
Park, between Ogden Dunes and Burns Waterway, is the first major project.
It is being created by a partnership between the City of Portage and the
National Park Service, with assistance from the U.S. Steel Corporation, the
Save the Dunes Council and others. 

BB.. MMAARRQQUUEETTTTEE PPAARRKK LLAAGGOOOONNSS
Habitat reconstruction and improved public access are the goals of the
restoration plan for the Marquette Park lagoons, the headwaters of the Grand
Calumet River in Gary.  Park visitors will be able to fish and canoe in the
lagoons as well as swim on the Lake Michigan beach. The Miller Woods
section of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore that borders the western
lagoon is already home to a thriving beaver colony and diverse native
vegetation. The eastern lagoon area will link with the Gary Green Link trail
system around the city to provide connections to significant inland sites. 

CC.. GGRRAANNDD CCAALLUUMMEETT RRIIVVEERR
Before the Clean Water Act, 90 percent of the Grand Calumet River flow was
industrial effluent. With new pollution controls, cleanup of leftover
contaminated sediments is underway. U.S. Steel has cleaned the eastern
five miles. The western reach will be dredged with $58 million of a Natural
Resource Damage Assessment settlement by eight companies under
another law. Restoration along the river will be carried out by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
the cities of Hammond, East Chicago, and Gary in consultation with
residents. Other voluntary restoration projects are being carried out by
companies such as BP and DuPont with assistance from the Wildlife Habitat
Council, an industry-supported conservation organization.

DD.. LLIITTTTLLEECCAALLUUMMEETTRRIIVVEERRAANNDDHHOOBBAARRTTMMAARRSSHH
The Little Calumet River Flood Control Project includes levees with setbacks
that will provide natural habitat for wildlife and recreational trails. Funds to
compensate for damage to natural areas are also expanding restoration in
the nearby Hobart Marsh area. A total of almost 1000 acres of connected
wetlands, the largest surviving black earth prairie in the state, and woodlands
are being accumulated with private, local, state, and federal funding. Long
term management will depend on partnerships and cooperation between
public and private agencies and committed volunteers.

EE.. HHOOOOSSIIEERR PPRRAAIIRRIIEE
The 500-acre Hoosier Prairie Nature Preserve near Griffith is still being
expanded around a core area that Irene Herlocker-Meyer first recognized in
the 1960s as a natural prairie that had escaped development. The ongoing
restoration depends on nearby towns, conservation organizations, and
volunteers who care about the 574 species of plants, numerous breeding
and migratory birds, deer, coyotes, mink, frogs, turtles, salamanders,
butterflies, and insects that live there.  Local fire departments help manage
the carefully controlled fires that are necessary to maintain the biodiversity.

FF.. GGRRAANNDD KKAANNKKAAKKEEEE MMAARRSSHH
Nearly 15 percent of Indiana’s original wetlands were located along the
Kankakee River in Grand Kankakee Marsh, one of the most important areas
for migrating waterfowl in North America before it was drained for farmland.
A coalition of more than 30 organizations, led by Ducks Unlimited, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Lake County Parks and Recreation
Department, and Jim Sweeney of the Izaak Walton League organized to seek
restoration in the early 1990s. Although a proposal for a new national wildlife
refuge was set aside, Hog Marsh and other areas are being restored with
funding under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act and a 640-
acre land donation by the Northern Indiana Public Service Company. 

GG.. CCOOFFFFEEEECCRREEEEKKWWAATTEERRSSHHEEDDPPRREESSEERRVVEE
The 167-acre preserve near Chesterton was created on land donated by a
developer, the Lake Erie Land Company, and several conservation groups
led by the Save the Dunes Council. With removal of accumulated debris and
restored hydrology, the creek supports a thriving cold water biological
community that includes wetlands and a habitat for grassland birds. A
watershed management plan assures maintenance of the restoration. The
not-for-profit Coffee Creek Conservancy District is managed by a board of
directors that includes representatives of the Chesterton High School
environmental club, the Indiana Wildlife Federation, and several other groups.

HH.. TTRRAAIILL CCRREEEEKK AANNDD SSTTRRIIEEBBEELL PPOONNDD
Michigan City is successfully combining restoration of natural habitat with
new nature trails and parkland, better sewage treatment, and improved
stormwater management along Trail Creek, a tributary to Lake Michigan. In
another part of town, restoration of wetlands and the construction of Striebel
Pond have eliminated the need for local residents to buy flood insurance.
The wetlands and pond have also served as a new home for blue herons, at
least one reported loon, and an abundance of native trees, grasses, and
wildflowers. Management will include trail and picnic area maintenance,
prevention of invasion by non-native species, and increased biodiversity.

II..   AAMMBBLLEERR FFLLAATTWWOOOODDSS
Ambler Flatwoods is Indiana’s largest protected area of woodlands and
contains 250 ferns and numerous other native species, including 50 that are
usually found in northern boreal forests. The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources identified the importance of the area in the 1980s, but as of 1999,
it became one of five state-dedicated nature preserves protected by the
private Shirley Heinze Land Trust. Often in partnership with the Indiana
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, the Heinze Trust acquires and restores
natural areas in all three shoreline counties of Northwest Indiana.

JJ..   GGRREEAATT MMAARRSSHH
Before being drained for agriculture and residential development in the late
19th and early 20th centuries, the Great Marsh extended behind the dunes
of all three lakeshore counties. With help from the Heinze Trust, the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore is now restoring its natural hydrology in the
Beverly Shores area. This is creating more habitat for birds such as the
pileated woodpecker and frogs, whose spring clamor has declined in recent
years. Management requires ongoing removal of invasive species such as
purple loosestrife and the phragmites reed that crowd out native plants.
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WWhhaatt iiss RReessttoorraattiioonn??
Restoration of a natural area means restoring the character and normal functions of a damaged area and also

preserving what has not already been lost. The overall goal is to create a sustainable habitat for plants, animals, birds,
and other living creatures that are native to the area.  Restoration to the condition that existed before settlement and
development is nearly impossible, but sustainable restoration can be achieved with ongoing stewardship to prevent
invasion by exotic species, destruction of native species, new damage by pollution, and interference with natural
drainage.  

WWhhyy iiss RReessttoorraattiioonn NNeecceessssaarryy??
In time, nature can usually restore damage to natural areas caused by storms, fires, and other natural processes. Nature usually needs help, however, to restore

damage caused by human activities, whether they are deliberate or accidental. Some plant and animal species are only able to survive in the unique Northwest
Indiana woodlands, prairies, dunes, and rivers. If these areas are permanently destroyed, then the creatures which inhabit them may become extinct as well.
Furthermore, efforts to restore natural areas have increased with realization that loss of wildlife and natural areas diminishes the quality of life for people.

HHooww DDooeess RReessttoorraattiioonn HHaappppeenn??
Restoration is successful when plants and animals survive and reproduce in the area. Making this happen is often

quite complicated. The first steps are to determine what kinds of plants and animals live there (or used to
live there) and to assess the climate, soil, and water sources. Expert knowledge and plenty of data are often
necessary to accomplish this. Next, either permission must be obtained from a landowner or the targeted
area must be acquired by a new owner who wants to underake the restoration. In Northwest Indiana,
restoration is almost always accomplished by partnerships and cooperation between public agencies and
private organizations. After this, the actual restorative processes can begin. Sometimes, pollution control is one
of the first processes since it is required by environmental regulation, and the removal of pollution allows for
the establishment of healthy ecosystems. Full restoration of a natural area also requires that new pollution be
prevented so that, for example, new accumulations of contaminated sediments cannot occur in the Grand
Calumet River. Other restoration activities include the elimination of invasive species, the reintroduction of native
plants and animals, the reconstruction of natural hydrology, and the renovation of manmade structures.
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estoration P

roject
61.

Lake C
ounty P

arks, P
lanning &

 D
evelopm

ent D
ivision

Tolleston R
idges (S

H
E
LL) R

estoration
62.

Lake C
ounty P

arks, P
lanning &

 D
evelopm

ent D
ivision

Turkey C
reek C

orridor R
estoration P

roject
63.

Lake C
ounty P

arks, P
lanning &

 D
evelopm

ent D
ivision

W
hihala B

each R
estoration P

roject
64.

Little C
alum

et R
iver B

asin C
om

m
ission

Little C
alum

et R
iver Flood C

ontrol P
roject: B

lack O
ak W

etlands
65.

Little C
alum

et R
iver B

asin C
om

m
ission

Little C
alum

et R
iver Flood C

ontrol P
roject: C

hase S
treet W

etlands
66.

Little C
alum

et R
iver B

asin C
om

m
ission

Little C
alum

et R
iver Flood C

ontrol P
roject: H

obart H
eritage P

rairie P
arcels

67.
Low

ell P
arks D

epartm
ent

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: B

onnie Lake
68.

M
errillville P

arks and R
ecreation D

epartm
ent

P
ruzin P

ark H
abitat R

estoration and E
ducation

69.
M
unster P

arks and R
ecreation D

epartm
ent

H
eritage P

ark O
akw

ood R
estoration

70.
N
IP
S
C
O

N
IP
S
C
O
 R
ow

71.
N
isource

Lake S
tation M

itigation B
ank

72.
N
isource

N
atural H

abitat R
ight-of-W

ay M
anagem

ent P
artnership in N

orthw
est Indiana

73.
S
andy O

’B
rien

Fred R
ose C

ity P
ark

74.
S
andy O

’B
rien

S
tew

art M
attix P

rairie
75.

S
ave the D

unes C
onservation Fund

G
rand C

alum
et R

iver Lagoons E
rosion C

ontrol D
em

onstration
76.

S
ave the D

unes C
onservation Fund

M
arquette P

ark Foredune R
estoration

77.
S
ave the D

unes C
onservation Fund

P
rairie #22

78.
S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
B
ur O

ak W
oods

79.
S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
C
ressm

oor P
rairie S

tate N
ature P

reserve
80.

S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
Ivanhoe S

outh
81.

S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
S
eidner D

une &
 S
w
ale S

tate N
ature P

reserve
82.

S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
S
pangler Fen

83.
The N

ature C
onservancy

B
eem

sterboer N
atural A

rea
84.

The N
ature C

onservancy
D
upont N

atural A
rea

Sponsor
Project

85.
The N

ature C
onservancy

Ivanhoe D
une &

 S
w
ale N

ature P
reserve

86.
Tow

n of Low
ell

The Low
ell P

ublic Library A
rbors

87.
U
.S
. E

PA R
egion 5

C
alum

et C
ontainer S

uperfund S
ite

88.
U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

B
obby D

ouglas S
ite

89.
U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

C
ity of G

ary S
ite

90.
U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

G
ary S

chool S
ite

91.
U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

G
rand C

alum
et R

iver O
xbow

 S
ite

92.
U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

G
rand C

alum
et R

iver R
em

ediation
93.

U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

U
.S
. S

teel 32-acre parcel
94.

U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

U
.S
. S

teel W
ildlife H

abitat A
rea

95.
U
nited C

itizens’ A
ssociation

G
eorge Lake G

reenw
ay Trail

96.
W
aterfow

l U
S
A
, N

W
 IN

 C
hapter

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: S

porre M
arsh

97.
W
ildlife H

abitat C
ouncil

E
xxonM

obil C
lassified W

ildlife H
abitat

98.
W
ildlife H

abitat C
ouncil

U
.S
. G

ypsum
 E
ast C

hicago S
horeline R

estoration
99.

W
ildlife H

abitat C
ouncil/G

ary G
roundw

orks
Ivanhoe E

lem
entary S

chool O
ak S

avanna

P
O
R
TE

R
 C
O
U
N
TY

100.
C
offee C

reek W
atershed C

onservancy
C
offee C

reek W
atershed R

estoration
101.

C
offee C

reek W
atershed C

onservancy
S
hooter D

itch R
estoration

102.
Friends of the Indiana D

unes
M
arram

 G
rass P

lanting
103.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
B
urns D

itch
104.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
C
alum

et D
une

105.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

C
ow

les B
og

106.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

C
ow

les D
unes

107.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

D
une R

idge Trail
108.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
Furnessville

109.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

G
reat M

arsh
110.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
H
eron R

ookery
111.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
H
ow

es P
rairie-Lupine Lane

112.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

Inland M
arsh

113.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

K
ansas Avenue

114.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

K
intzele

115.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

M
noke P

rairie
116.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
W
est B

each
117.

Indiana D
unes N

ational Lakeshore
W
est B

each P
annes

118.
Indiana D

unes S
tate P

ark
D
unes C

reek D
aylighting

119.
Indiana D

unes S
tate P

ark, D
ivision of N

ature P
reserves

M
oraine

120.
J.F. N

ew
A
berdeen G

olf C
ourse M

itigation
121.

J.F. N
ew

C
offee C

reek M
itigation M

onitoring
122.

J.F. N
ew

E
nbridge/N

G
R
/Vector P

ipeline - M
arshall M

itigation
123.

J.F. N
ew

Indian O
aks Inn M

itigation
124.

J.F. N
ew

K
eystone C

om
m
ons M

itigation
125.

J.F. N
ew

P
eterson D

itch M
itigation

126.
J.F. N

ew
S
and C

reek M
itigation

127.
J.F. N

ew
U
tility R

ow
 M
onitoring adjacent to H

oosier P
rairie

128.
J.F. N

ew
W
est P

oint Industrial P
ark M

itigation M
onitoring

129.
J.F. N

ew
/U
.S
. S

teel C
orporation

S
alt C

reek M
itigation

130.
K
ankakee R

iver B
asin C

om
m
ission

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: R

iver’s E
dge

131.
P
ortage P

arks
B
rennan W

oods P
reserve R

estoration P
roject

132.
P
ortage P

arks
Little C

alum
et R

iver P
ublic A

ccess and R
estoration P

roject
133.

P
ortage P

arks
P
ortage Lakefront P

ark N
ative H

abitat R
estoration P

roject
134.

P
ortage P

arks
S
am

uelson Fen and S
alt C

reek C
orridor R

estoration P
roject

135.
P
ortage P

arks
W
oodland P

ark O
ak S

avanna R
estoration P

roject
136.

P
orter C

ounty P
arks D

epartm
ent

S
unset H

ill Farm
 C
ounty P

ark P
reservation

137.
R
ichardson W

ildlife S
anctuary

R
ichardson W

ildlife S
anctuary

138.
S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
John M

erle C
oulter S

tate N
ature P

reserve
139.

S
horew

ood Forest P
roperty O

w
ners’ A

ssocation
R
oxbury R

avine
140.

Taltree A
rboretum

 and G
ardens

1996-1998 Tall G
rass P

rairie P
lanting

141.
Taltree A

rboretum
 and G

ardens
2000 Tall G

rass P
rairie P

lanting
142.

Taltree A
rboretum

 and G
ardens

S
avanna W

etland
143.

Tow
n of D

une A
cres

D
unes A

cres N
atural A

reas
144.

Valparaiso C
hain of Lakes W

atershed G
roup, Inc.

B
iological C

ontrol of P
urple Loosestrife at Long Lake

145.
Valparaiso C

hain of Lakes W
atershed G

roup, Inc.
N
ative Vegetation as M

ethod of C
ontrolling C

anadian G
eese

146.
Valparaiso P

arks and R
ecreation D

epartm
ent

Forest floor restoration - Forest park picnic area
147.

Valparaiso P
arks and R

ecreation D
epartm

ent
Indiana forest/prairie project

148.
W
aterfow

l U
S
A
, N

W
 IN

 C
hapter

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration group: Jerry A
llen M

arsh

LA
P
O
R
TE

 C
O
U
N
TY

149.
C
ity of M

ichigan C
ity

R
estoration on Trail C

reek at S
pringland Ave.

150.
ID
N
R
 D
ivision of N

ature P
reserves

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: Fish Lake W

etland C
onservation

151.
ID
N
R
 D
ivision of N

ature P
reserves

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: K

ankakee Fish &
 W

ildlife A
rea

152.
Indiana D

epartm
ent of N

atural R
esources

G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: Law

rence P
roperty

153.
Indiana D

unes N
ational Lakeshore

P
inhook B

og
154.

Indiana D
unes S

tate P
ark, D

ivision of N
ature P

reserves
S
pringfield Fen

155.
Indiana D

unes S
tate P

ark, D
ivision of N

ature P
reserves

Thom
pson B

og
156.

International Friendship G
ardens

R
estoration of P

ond S
horeline W

etland and W
ildlife H

abitat
157.

J.F. N
ew

C
leveland R

oad M
itigation

158.
J.F. N

ew
H
ansen P

ark
159.

J.F. N
ew

Low
e’s M

ichigan C
ity M

itigation
160.

LaP
orte C

ounty C
onservation Trust

R
idgw

ay W
etlands

161.
LaP

orte C
ounty C

onservation Trust
W
intergreen W

oods
162.

LaP
orte C

ounty P
arks D

epartm
ent

Little C
alum

et R
iver H

eadw
aters R

estoration Feasibility S
tudy

163.
LaP

orte P
ark and R

ecreation D
epartm

ent
S
oldiers M

em
orial P

ark
164.

S
anitary D

istrict of M
ichigan C

ity
S
triebel P

ond, M
ichigan C

ity
165.

S
ave the D

unes C
onservation Fund

S
ebert Forks R

eforestation
166.

S
ave the D

unes C
onservation Fund

P
urple Loosestrife C

ontrol w
ith B

eetles (m
ultiple counties)

167.
S
hirley H

einze Land Trust
A
m
bler Flatw

oods
168.

The N
ature C

onservancy
G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: Fish C

reek Fen
169.

The N
ature C

onservancy
G
rand K

ankakee M
arsh R

estoration G
roup: Yellow

 B
irch W

etlands


