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	Faced with this challenge, the district proposed a $68.5 million referendum in 2001, which squeaked by with a 52 percent Yes vote.  More than one-quarter of the district’s 20,020 acres have been purchased in the last several years with money from the 2001 referendum. However, even with 20,020 acres, the district’s holdings cover 5.1 percent of the county.  That fact, plus the impending urbanization and rising cost of land, have prompted the district to set a goal of protecting a total of more than 38,000 acres by 2020.

