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The Counseling Graduate Program in the
Department of Psychology at Chicago State
University (CSU) offers graduate study
leading to a Master of Arts degree in
counseling. The mission of the program is to
produce highly qualified graduates equipped
to serve the complex counseling demands in
the urban settings with a specific emphasis on
addressing the needs of urban youth and their
families. The program is designed to train
students as counselors so they can work in a
variety of settings. The program qualifies
students to sit for examinations for the
National Counseling Certification (NCC) and
the Illinois Licensure for Professional
Counselors

The program also prepares students for
doctoral study in counselor education or
counseling psychology. Graduates of the
program are eligible to work as counselors in
a variety of community settings. Students
who are interested in pursuing a doctoral
degree after graduating from the Counseling
Graduate Program are strongly encouraged to
complete a thesis. Three of the six hours of
thesis credit can be taken in lieu of the
required graduate elective.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Students in the clinical mental health
counseling program are prepared for careers
in community agencies such as mental health
clinics, substance abuse facilities, and/or to
work as developmental interventionists and
consultants in a wide variety of educational
and non-educational settings. Students will be
given a strong preparation in clinical

intervention with a specific emphasis on
meeting the needs of urban youth and their
families.

MASTER DEGREE REQUIREMENTS FOR
CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH

Students must complete all required and
elective courses 54 clinical mental health
credit hours at the graduate level with an
average grade of B or better. Enrollment in
the clinical courses (Psyc 5790, 5950,
5990/5991) requires admission to candidacy
and completion of course prerequisites.
Students must successfully complete the
Comprehensive Examinations (Part 1 -
Objective, and Part 2- Essay). Students must
successfully complete a Practicum (Field

Experience) of 100 clock hours and an
Internship of 600 clock hours. Students must
complete all degree requirements within six
years.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Submission of an application, official
transcript(s) and two references forms (one
from either a college instructor or supervisor
at work) to CSU Office of Graduate Studies
by March 1 (no exceptions).

a) Completion of six credit hours of
prerequisites courses, which must include
three credit hours in each one of the
following areas: developmental
psychology and psychological statistics
(with no more than one grade of C). A
student may be granted provisional
admission until the prerequisites are met.

b) GPA: Minimum 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) for
final 60 hours of undergraduate work.
Applicants whose grade point average is
between 2.75 and 2.99 may qualify for
conditional admission.

c) Successful completion of a written essay
and personal interview with faculty for
the purpose of assessing oral
communication, writing, interpersonal
skills, and the applicant’s potential for
the counseling field.

Due to the competitive application process and
the limited class size not all qualified
applicants will be accepted.




